
• Check for hung or snagged trees 
• Communicate the hazard 
• Get help to remove the hazard 
• Work with your partner to use an 

adjacent tree to eliminate the hazard 

FATAL HAZARD 



Toolbox Talk Guide 
Timber Faller Killed While Working Under a Hung Tree Limb 

So here are some ways we can prevent something like this from 
happening where we work.   

Our safety talk today is about a 41-year-old 
Hispanic tree faller, with 15 years of logging 
experience, who was crushed by an alder tree 
limb while felling a tree. There was an alder 
tree limb, about 34 feet long and 11 inches in 
diameter, hanging between three Douglas-fir 
trees. The victim was attempting to fell one of 
the Douglas-fir trees at the time of the incident. 
He was later found by his cutting partner 
underneath the alder tree limb. The victim’s 
chainsaw was used to cut the limb off of him. 
He was later pronounced dead at the scene.  

• Make sure to check for hung or snagged trees and limbs in your area and the area 
around you, and communicate with each other about hazards  

• Get help from a supervisor, a cutting partner, or a more experienced worker if you 
notice a hazard 

• Management or I need to make sure everyone is trained to safely deal with snagged or 
hung trees and other logging hazards 

• Management or I should provide an interpreter if needed, and extra training and 
supervision to promote safety on site 

INSTRUCTIONS:  Hold the guide with this side facing you and the other 
side facing your crew.  Then read the story.   

www.ohsu.edu/croet/face 

END WITH ACTION PLAN (ideas for what to ask or say). 
• “Have you seen any snagged trees or limbs or other hazards that should be discussed 

with your supervisor or cutting partner?”   
• “Are there other hazards that should be removed/controlled before you begin to fell a 

tree?” 
• “What do you all do when you inspect your work area for hazards?”  
• Discuss a similar situation at your current site. 
• Express your commitment to train people on how to identify and safely deal with 

snagged trees and limbs  and inspect areas for other hazards. 
• Commit to follow-up at the next safety talk. 

ASK: “Does anyone have more ideas or comments to share?”  
          Pause for discussion.  Then see if there are ways to take action.  
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