
Congratulations to the Evidence-based 
Practice Center on its 25th Anniversary

1997-2022

Oregon Evidence-based Practice Center, 1997-2012

Partners: OHSU and Kaiser Center for Health Research

Pacific Northwest Evidence-based Practice Center, 2012 - present

Partners: OHSU, Aggregate Analytics, Inc.,

and University of Washington



It all began in the spring of 1997…

with a proposal to the then

Agency for Health Care Policy 
and Research

Even with a misspelling in the cover letter, our proposal was funded!



AHRQ EPC Program

• Vision: all healthcare decisions are based on the 
best available evidence, resulting in the best 
possible health outcomes

•Mission: transform healthcare by increasing the 
quality, availability, and use of evidence via 
scientifically rigorous and unbiased analysis of 
evidence 

Slide from AHRQ

AHRQ EPC Program: Vision and Mission



The Oregon Evidence-based Practice Center at OHSU was one of 12 sites selected in 
1997 for  a master IDIQ contract, known as EPC-I.

Of the 9 current EPCs in the AHRQ program, we are one of 5 who has been an EPC since the 
program began in 1997.

ECRI

Johns Hopkins

Oregon Health & Science University

RTI/UNC

Southern California EPC



The original EPC leadership team in 1997 

Mark Helfand

Director

Mitch Greenlick

Associate Director

William Hersh

Associate Director



Our first task order from AHRQ in 1997: rehabilitation for traumatic brain injury.

Randy Chestnut, MD 

Principal Investigator

Nancy Carney

Project Manager
Mark Helfand, MD, MPH, MS

EPC Director

That was followed by a report on rehabilitation for traumatic brain in injury in children and adolescents, in 1999.



Early work by Mark Helfand, Karen Eden, and Susan Carson for the IOM, 1999



Since 1998, the EPC has produced 97 reviews to inform the work of the US 
Preventive Services Task Force.

Investigators and staff from the Oregon and 

RTI/UNC EPCs at a USPSTF meeting in 

Rockville, MD, circa 1999.

EPC investigators working on 

USPSTF reports in the early days:

Mark Helfand

Karen Eden

Jeanne-Marie Guise

Heidi Nelson

Evelyn Whitlock, Kaiser CHR



Melanie Zimmer-Gembeck was the first EPC program administrator in 1997.
Kathryn Pyle was EPC program administrator from 1998-2004.



Marian McDonagh led the Drug Effectiveness Review Project (DERP), which 

began in 2001. 



Healthcare topics under EPC-I (1997-2002) included
Rehabilitation for Traumatic Brain Injury (includes the supplemental project on Rehabilitation for Traumatic Brain Injury in Children and Adolescents), AHRQ

Screening for Thyroid Cancer, Institute of Medicine

Technical Support of the US Preventive Services Task Force, AHRQ

Assessment of Self-care Materials, Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 

Screening for Skin Cancer, Institute of Medicine

Telemedicine for the Medicare Population (includes supplemental project on Pediatric, Obstetric, and Clinician-indirect Home Interventions in Telemedicine), AHRQ

Diagnosis and Monitoring of Osteoporosis in Postmenopausal Women (includes a supplemental project on the cost-effectiveness of various diagnostic strategies to identify 
osteoporotic women), AHRQ

Effectiveness and Cost-effectiveness of Echocardiography and Carotid Imaging in the Management of Stroke, AHRQ

Actinic Keratoses, AHRQ

Interventions to Increase Mammography Screening, Susan B. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation, Oregon & SW Washington Affiliate

Preventing Violence and Other Health-risking Social Behaviors in Adolescents, AHRQ

Use of Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy for Brain Injury and Stroke, AHRQ

Vaginal Birth After Cesarean Section, AHRQ

The Effect of Healthcare Working Conditions on Patient Safety, AHRQ

Drug Class Reviews for the Oregon Practitioner-managed Prescription Drug Plan, State of Oregon Department of Human Services 



EPC-II, 2002-2007
Some reviews produced by the EPC in EPC-II included:

Newborn hearing screening

Screening for type 2 diabetes mellitus

Screening for lipid disorders in adults

Screening in primary care settings for illicit drug use

Screening and treatment for bacterial vaginosis in pregnancy

Evaluation and management of low back pain

Screening for HIV

Screening for elevated lead levels in childhood and pregnancy

Management of menopause-related symptoms

Screening for family and intimate partner violence

Screening for Hepatitis C

We also became the Scientific Resource 

Center in 2005. In 2012, that became a 

separate entity at the Portland VA Research 

Foundation (Mark Helfand, director; Jeanne-

Marie Guise, co-director).



Coverage of the EPC by The Oregonian, early 2000’s



2003 USPSTF Work



Nicole Floyd served as EPC program manager from 2005-2009.



EPC-III, 2007-2012

Org chart 

from EPC-III 

proposal



Dr. Heidi Nelson was featured in the New York Times in November 2009 related to breast 
cancer screening guidelines from the US Preventive Services Task Force and the evidence 
from the EPC to inform recommendations.



Shelley Selph, Cochrane Collaboration, 2011, Madrid, Spain



Kim Peterson, Cochrane Collaboration, 2011, Madrid, Spain



Dr. Rochelle Fu led a review on rhBMP-2 as part of the Yale Open Data Access 
Project in 2011-12.

May the data be with you.



With EPC-IV (2012-2014), we became the Pacific Northwest Evidence-based 
Practice Center.

Elaine Graham, MLS, program manager  - Roger Chou, MD, director  - Marian McDonagh, PharmD, co-director

Partners were University of Washington Chase Alliance and Spectrum Research.



EPC-IV (2012-2014) reviews included

Point of Care Tests for Antibiotic Use

Non-invasive Testing for Coronary Artery Disease

Non Invasive Treatments for Low Back Pain

Health Information Exchange

Cather Ablation for Atrial Fibrillation

Reducing Inappropriate Antibiotic Use in Acute Cough

Bladder Cancer

The Effectiveness and Risks of Long-Term Opioid Treatment in Chronic Pain

Imaging for Hepatocellular Carcinoma

Diagnosis and Treatment of Myalgic Enceophalomyelitis/Chronic Fatigue Syndrome



Jeanne-Marie Guise, Shelley Selph, and Elaine Graham, OHSU Research Week, 
2012



Bernadette Zahker, Amy Cantor, Heidi Nelson, OHSU Research Week, 2012



Governance Group
12 to 17

State Medicaid Agencies pool funds 
and commissions research

OHSU Center for Evidence-based Policy 
Coordinates Gvernance Process

Pacific Northwest EPC Conducts 
evidence reviews

University of North Carolina EPC 
subcontracted for some topics

• The Drug Effectiveness Review Project began in 2003 in 
response to dramatic increases in the cost 
of pharmaceuticals, which lessened the purchasing power 
of state Medicaid budgets. A collaboration of group state 
Medicaid agencies formed to commission high quality 
comparative effectiveness reviews to inform evidence-
based decisions about drugs in their programs. 

• The Pacific Northwest Evidence-based Practice Center 
(EPC) leads the scientific work with support from 
researchers at the University of North Carolina EPC. 

• Key tenets of the project are the high quality of the 
evidence analyses and the involvement of key 
stakeholders. The reviews, they adhere to international 
standards, and undergo extensive peer and public review. 
DERP was an innovator in involving stakeholders through 
direct and regular communication with the policy-makers 
commissioning the reports; as a result the reports have 
direct impact on policy and decision-making. 
Manufacturers are requested to submit unpublished 
evidence and to comment on draft documents. 

• The EPC develops methods that are highly relevant to 
policy-makers, e.g., utilizing US FDA documents to 
identify publication and reporting bias, and using trial 
registries like ClinicalTrials.gov to incorporate evidence on 
drugs not yet on the US market, such that policy-makers 
have the most up-to-date evidence in real-time when the 
drug is approved. 

• DERP participants and EPC 
researchers hold monthly 
conference calls and biannual face-
to-face governance meetings

• EPC Researchers present findings 
to Participants and P&T Committees 
and publishes methods and 
evidence review manuscripts

The Pacific Northwest Evidence-based Practice Center and 
the Drug Effectiveness Review Project

13 years of informing state medicaid policy through comparative effecgtiveness research

DERP Organizations Cover the Map
Governance Group Composition DERP 2003 to 2016*

1. Alaska
2. Arkansas*
3. CADTH
4. California 
5. California HCF

6. Colorado*
7. Idaho*
8. Kansas
9. Michigan
10. Minnesota*

11. Missouri*
12. Montana*
13. New York*
14. North Carolina*
15. Oregon*

16. Tennessee*
17. Texas*
18. Washington*
19. Wisconsin*
20. Wyoming

How DERP Works

*Current DERP  
Participants

PNW EPC
Marian McDonagh, PharmD
Shelley Selph, MD
Rebecca Holmes, MD, MS
Rochelle Fu, PhD

Elizabeth Crabtree, PhD
Brittany Holzhammer, MPH
Ryan Stoner, PhD

UNC EPC:
Dan Jonas, MD, MPH
Gerald Gartlehner, MD, MPH
Kylie Thaler, MD, MPH

DERP EPC 
Review Teams:

About DERP How Reports are Used

• Reports are used by Pharmacy 
and Therapeutics Committees of 
participant state Medicaid 
Agencies to assist in making 
evidence-based policy decisions 
about drug therapy uses for their 
Medicaid enrollees.

• Decisions are made based on 
local factors, state leislation, and 
other relevant information.

• Evidence can be used to inform 
Preferred Drug Lists, Prior 
Authorization Criteria, Education, 
and Academic Detailing efforts.Dissemination and 

Stakeholder Engagement

DERP EPC Methods:
cDonagh MS, Jonas DE, Gartlehner G, 
et al. Methods for the drug effectiveness 
review project. BMC Med Res 
Methodol.2012;12:140.

Research 
Commissioned

• Over $10 million in 
commissioned research

• Over 100 Reports 
commissioned to date

• Comparative 
Effectiveness Reviews 
of Drug Therapies –
within  Classes, across 
Classes, by Disease 
state and Updates of 
Reviews

• Preliminary Update 
Scans

• Expanded Evidence 
Scans

• Horizon Scans
• Topic Briefs for Topic 

Selection Decisions
• Single Drug 

Addenedum Reports



EPC director Roger Chou, at DMICE’s 10th anniversary celebration in 2013



Alex Ginsberg, Shelley Selph, and Ngoc Wasson, OHSU Research Week, 2014



EPC-V, 2014-2019, reviews included:
Telehealth

Field Triage Guideline Revision: Glasgow Coma Scale

Medication-assisted Treatment Programs

Treatments for Adults with Schizophrenia

Naloxone Guidelines for Emergency Medical Technicians

Telehealth for Acute and Chronic Consultation

Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis (PrEP) for the Prevention of HIV Infection

Physiologic Predictors of the Need for Trauma Center Care

Non-Pharmacological Treatment for Pain

Pre-hospital Airway Management

Pharmacologic and Nonpharmacologic Treatments of PTSD

Induction of Labor



Elaine Graham and Kathryn Pyle, OHSU Research Week, 2015



Sandra Assasnik, OHSU Research Week, 2016



Cindy Davis-O’Reilly,  OHSU Research Week, 2016



Ngoc Wasson, OHSU Research Week, 2016



Ilya Ivlev, Society for Medical Decision Making, 2016, Vancouver, BC



Elaine Graham, EPC program manager, at BICC 25th anniversary celebration, 2016 



Frances Hsu, OHSU Research Week, 2019



EPC-VI began in December 2019.  Reviews have included (or are 
ongoing):

Advancing Health Information Technology to Improve Rural Health Outcomes

Living Systematic Review on Plant-based Treatment for Chronic Pain

Treatment of Acute and Chronic Pain in the Medicare Population

Radiation Therapy for Bone Metastases

Strategies for Integrating Behavior Health and Primary Care

Psychosocial and Pharmacologic Interventions for Disruptive Behavior in Children and Adolescents

Respectful Maternity Care

Penetrating Traumatic Brain Injury



Tosha Zaback, MPH, became EPC Program Manager in 2021.  Today the EPC  
leadership includes Roger Chou, Tosha Zaback, Andrea Skelly, and Annette Totten.

Roger Chou

EPC Director

Tosha Zaback

EPC Program 

Manager

Annette Totten 

Associate Director

Andrea Skelly

Interim Co-director



One of our current partners, Aggregate Analytics, Inc., has worked on 
multiple task orders.

Shay Stabler-MorrisShelby Kanter

Andrea Skelly

President of AAI

Joe Dettori

Spectrum Research

Past EPC Partner

Early days of Aggregate Analytics

Aaron Ferguson, Erika Brodt, Cassie Winter



Where the EPC used to work, in the pre-Covid days

BICC 

5th floor



In addition to task orders from AHRQ, the EPC has prepared systematic reviews 
for a number of professional societies and other federal agencies and sponsors.



I have to say this [invitation] makes me miss all of you so much! I really wish I could be    

there. Please send me pictures of everyone at the celebration and I hope to get back to Portland       

in 2023 to see everyone - better late than never!

Thank you for thinking of inviting me – Melanie (first EPC program administrator)

Melanie Zimmer-Gembeck

Professor
Director, Family Interaction Program

Lead, Families, Community, & Culture, Griffith Centre for Mental Health

Member, Menzies Health Institute of Queensland

School of Applied Psychology

Griffith University | Gold Coast Campus | Parklands Dr., G40_7.86 |

Southport QLD 4222 | Australia



I am sorry I will be unable to attend this celebration as I will be out of 
town that day. It is a big milestone and I would be happy to see many 
former colleagues.

Thank you for the invitation!
Evelyn Whitlock
Former Associate Director



Happy Anniversary Oregon/PNW EPC !!

Near the end of my fellowship, Mitch Greenlick suggested that I talk with Mark Helfand about the 
EPC. Soon, I was working on a systematic review for the FDA – and I was hooked! That was 2004, and 
being a part of the EPC since then has been immensely gratifying – with its wonderful, talented 
people and the important, interesting work.

Here are photos of a shirt I made for our team 
in recognition of a particularly challenging series 
of reviews for the USPSTF.

Thanks to everyone for making the EPC
such a success and such a great place to be!

Congratulations!
David Buckley



Thank you so much for your invitation to the AAI group.

Erika and I would truly love to join the celebration in person, but unfortunately, we 
are not able to make it work for a variety of reasons, despite our best efforts. If by 
chance something changes, we’ll let you know.

We will be there in spirit and plan to join whatever virtual option there is.

We really appreciate being part of the EPC and celebrate its successes!

Good wishes,
Andrea

Andrea C. Skelly, PhD, MPH
Epidemiologist
President, Aggregate Analytics, Inc.
Pacific Northwest EPC Assistant Director 

for Aggregate Analytics, Inc.



Congratulations on reaching the 25th Anniversary of the PNW EPC at OHSU! Your 
efforts have made a tremendous contribution to advancing the field of evidence 
synthesis and to the therapeutic areas in which you have worked. The University of 
Washington is privileged to be a part of this effort.

I am confident that the work you have accomplished and the small part we at the 
UW have played, have contributed to the health of the populations under our care.

On behalf of all of us at the UW, we wish you continued success in the coming 
years!

With appreciation,
Beth, Sean and Paul
University of Washington



Congratulations on celebrating 25 years!!

We feel privileged to be part of your history and thrilled  we get 
to continue to work with you all as close colleagues. Sorry we 
cannot be there in person to celebrate this huge achievement with 
you all.

Wishing you continued success,

Jennifer, Tracy, Elizabeth and Caitlyn 
on behalf of the Kaiser Permanente EPC



We thank the many, many people who have participated in our evidence review 
work over the past 25 years.
Investigators and Staff from Oregon Heath & Science University and our EPC partners: Kaiser Permanente Center for Health Research, 

University of Washington,  Spectrum Research, and Aggregate Analytics (and subawards) who have worked on our EPC projects

Aaron Caughey Investigator

Aaron Ferguson Investigator

Adam Hoverman Investigator

Alexander Ginsburg Staff

Allison Low Staff

Amy Hermesch Investigator

Amy Cantor EPC Core Investigator

Amy Starmer Investigator

Ana Quinones Investigator

Andrea Diulio-Nakamura Investigator

Andrea Skelly Interim EPC Co-director

Andrew Hamilton Librarian

Annalisa Gorman Investigator

Annete Matthews Investigator

Anne Nedrow Investigator



We thank the many, many people who have participated in our evidence review 
work over the past 25 years.
Investigators and Staff from Oregon Heath & Science University and our EPC partners: Kaiser Permanente Center for Health Research, 

University of Washington,  Spectrum Research, and Aggregate Analytics (and subawards) who have worked on our EPC projects



We thank the many, many people who have participated in our evidence review 
work over the past 25 years.
Investigators and Staff from Oregon Heath & Science University and our EPC partners: Kaiser Permanente Center for Health Research, 

University of Washington,  Spectrum Research, and Aggregate Analytics (and subawards) who have worked on our EPC projects



We thank the many, many people who have participated in our evidence review 
work over the past 25 years.
Investigators and Staff from Oregon Heath & Science University and our EPC partners: Kaiser Permanente Center for Health Research, 

University of Washington,  Spectrum Research, and Aggregate Analytics (and subawards) who have worked on our EPC projects



We thank the many, many people who have participated in our evidence review 
work over the past 25 years.
Investigators and Staff from Oregon Heath & Science University and our EPC partners: Kaiser Permanente Center for Health Research, 

University of Washington,  Spectrum Research, and Aggregate Analytics (and subawards) who have worked on our EPC projects



We thank the many, many people who have participated in our evidence review 
work over the past 25 years.
Investigators and Staff from Oregon Heath & Science University and our EPC partners: Kaiser Permanente Center for Health Research, 

University of Washington,  Spectrum Research, and Aggregate Analytics (and subawards) who have worked on our EPC projects

Note: This list is not complete.

Apologies for inadvertently omitting any names.

In addition to the leaders of the EPC, more than 240 

investigators and staff over the past 25 years have 

contributed to making the EPC a success.

This slide show was created by Kathryn Pyle, Department of Medical 

Informatics and Clinical Epidemiology, OHSU, October 2022

Since 1997, the EPC has received over $103 

million in external funding and has published 

nearly 300 papers.


