
Case Study 1

A patient who uses a wheelchair
presents to clinic, is forced to sit in the
hallway because there isn’t space for
their chair in the waiting room, cannot
position him/herself in the exam table
because there isn’t appropriate slide
equipment



Ableism & Defining Worth 



Definitions

Ableism refers to practices or policies
that treat people with disabilities as if
they were invisible, disposable and less
than human, while taking for granted
able-bodiedness as humanity’s default
state



Clinicians’ Power to Name Disabilities  
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Potential Critiques

Interventions do exist for disability that 
may improve QoL for some  

I can’t know the words for everything 

It’s hard to make everything accessible



Operationalizing 



Operationalizing 



Case Study

A patient who uses a wheelchair presents to clinic, is
forced to sit in the hallway because there isn’t space
for their chair in the waiting room, cannot position
him/herself in the exam table because there isn’t
appropriate slide equipment

Discussion Points 
• What does this environment communicate to the patient?
• How can you prevent these occurrences? What should you do If you notice this 

scenario unfolding?
• Do certain environments have a responsibility to be more accessible than others?



Case Study

The trauma team, while rounding on an awake and 
alert 27 y/o who sustained a traumatic brain injury in 
a motor vehicle crash only addresses the patient’s 
parents 

Discussion Points 
• What does this behavior communicate to the patient?
• How can you adapt rounds to be more inclusive of patients with different needs?
• What should a team member who observes this behavior do?



Video: Hero or Victim? How About Neither

Ableism

What You Can Do About It

Blue Ocean Brain Links of Interest

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/click.prod.bob.blueoceanbrain.com/ss/c/pCqhdsLg7GlTjcyONexOT2j3_oOEbr-GfitzJqE9TRtNCpbqywUehlvdE1p4Rc66Y-1niZTdbfOp5xaKoNc5S7PTi4CK9GX9qdsU935Bv24/3mw/RB3kkMANQ22I193i35f9YQ/h11/yRF4-Vz1ekojL8cvKwFDu0tjNRRo1gri3Z3zwg4sedA__;!!Mi0JBg!PAxJndioNc96wM1GpdzMxo4ovUnJuj3x8Jbr1_k03yJlzSRJ1hxZ5A8ZdTIJpZHr8MNQYyC3fm9hh_7aZU8$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/click.prod.bob.blueoceanbrain.com/ss/c/pCqhdsLg7GlTjcyONexOT2j3_oOEbr-GfitzJqE9TRtNCpbqywUehlvdE1p4Rc66c7ZDAA2izGgg8grEWfuSfSLNI14RJ3xjO36KlRB81hc/3mw/obbCAGFVR7eiZKyw5IA_Tg/h9/XpHsThwl64yUklLgrEaYRl-X7GznoyS2Kt74OclNXt4__;!!Mi0JBg!M0x40ldHt8S5htFpdwxfHyOSvokNeNgNw5nAoMJIYNn8-DrIUn1vpV-kjQAp81SSuqkn4ydc_heFBRoQDJw$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/click.prod.bob.blueoceanbrain.com/ss/c/pCqhdsLg7GlTjcyONexOT2j3_oOEbr-GfitzJqE9TRtNCpbqywUehlvdE1p4Rc66f3LWTSLGOw30AKKX-dOIzvl520wYfsY7wbzh7v7YoUA/3mw/hASqoDbIR2-_rwG07KA21w/h10/QsBzJRv6J5b04b8sb9rS-BxauIWftzvDHCqbWJzcw6s__;!!Mi0JBg!Mjr7jPevPo5Veo8MmzLXocPFVBmRj_g4r7UfMstkSzSMiA1537erpumWqbI3nTpbhvTv3QN8yvQbex4z1hU$


Survey

1. Open camera app on your phone
2. Point your phone at the QR code to scan it
3. Tap the pop-up banner/link and fill the brief survey

Thank you!!
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