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The Non-Abstinent Participant in Deflection
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Acceptability of 
Deflection offer?

Handling of 
return-to-use?

Improved health 
outcomes impact 

community

Questions…

• For participants: how are the goals of deflection described?

– At officer encounter?

– At deflection team intake?

• For the community: what’s the understanding of engagement = success?

• For deflection team / providers: how to measure health improvement?
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https://downloads.asam.org/sitefinity-production-blobs/docs/default-source/guidelines/asam_engagement-and-retention-of-
nonabstinent-patients_final_082624.pdf?sfvrsn=b01862ba_1
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https://downloads.asam.org/sitefinity-production-blobs/docs/default-source/guidelines/asam_engagement-and-retention-of-
nonabstinent-patients_final_082624.pdf?sfvrsn=b01862ba_1
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An Expansion in Addiction-Care Research

Classic metrics of:

• Engagement in Treatment

• Abstinence by Urine Drug Testing

Narrow focus; fails to assess the many domains of life affected by addiction
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Brief Addiction Monitor
• 17 item questionnaire

• Multi-dimensional

• Can be incorporated into group SUD-treatment sessions

Cacciola, J. S., et al. (2013). "Development and initial evaluation of 
the Brief Addiction Monitor (BAM)." Journal of Substance Abuse 
Treatment 44(3): 256-263.
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Treatment Effectiveness Assessment (TEA)

• Brief

• Simple

• Easy to administer

Ling, W., et al. (2012). "The Treatment Effectiveness Assessment (TEA): an 
efficient, patient-centered instrument for evaluating progress in recovery from 
addiction." Substance Abuse and Rehabilitation: 129.
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ECHO 
Agreements
• Everyone has a valuable 

perspective; “all teach, all 
learn”

• Introduce self, role

• Limit comments to 1-2 
minutes generally

• If you’re quiet, please speak 
up. If you’re loud, consider 
listening more
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ECHO Discussion
• For participants: how are the goals of deflection described?

– What is influencing the acceptability of deflection?

• For the community: what’s the understanding of engagement = success?

• For deflection team / providers:

– How are you responding to return-to-use situations?

– How do you measure health improvement over time?
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